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The only noteworthy examples of Hindu architecture in North
India after the Muslim conquest are a group of four temples at
Brindaban erected by Raja Man Singh under the protecting shadow
of Akbar the Great, but desecrated in the time of Aurangzeb.
These temples are now being protected by the Department. In the
Province of Bihar no Hindu remains are preserved, except the
Mundesvari temple in Shahabad district which, though belonging
to the seventh century, has later received extensive repair, and a few
examples of rock-cut sculptures along the bed of the Ganges in
Bhagalpur district. In Orissa, on the other hand, the most magnifi-
cent examples of Indian temple architecture are to be seen at
Bhuvanesvar, Puri and Konarak. Of these, the protection of the
great Konarak temple, also known as the Black Pagoda, standing
as it does on the sea-coast and in danger of erosion by sand, entails
great care and responsibility. The great temple at Bhuvanesvar
and other important examples of this style, as it developed between
the eighth and twelfth centuries at this place, are still in use for
religious worship and in the hands of the custodian priests,
who are unwilling to submit to the requirements of the Depart-
ment. Only one, and the latest example of the Bhuvanesvar
style, viz., the Raja Rani temple, is in direct charge of the
Department.

In Bengal the Hindu relics are mainly a group in the south-west
part of the province which remained comparatively free from the
influence of Islam. Prominent among these are the temples, pre-
dominantly Vaishnava, at Vishnupur, a small kingdom which
maintained a state of semi-independence in the sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries. Earlier examples of spired temples in brick and
stone are found at Bahulara, Barakar and Jatar-deul in the Gangetic
delta; the first named has been thoroughly repaired. The main
characteristics of the general type of Bengal temple (which includes